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e Ciympics. Back when [ was a kid, that was IT. To be a star of the QOlympics was an amazing goal
jﬁl“ﬁﬁ athlete, Though | was never a fan of mainstream sports | would always take a minute to check
ouf what was going on with that evenl. The music, the ceremony, the whole thing just felt bigger than
life, It was during fhis lime, the early 1580°s that the talk of "BMX should be in the Qlympics” bégan.
The early days of the Jag World Championships, and the IBMXF were exciting times for racing. The
sport was burgeoning with new ideas and personaliies and nothing seemed to farfetched. Then free-
siyle came along and suddenly a new branch of BMX began to fake off. This aspect of BMX over lime
would prove fo be even more popular than its parent, racing. During this time the disciplines of BMX
fook off in different directions. Racing would continue o be governed by sanctions and never truly be
aliowed to evolve past what it was during the heyday of the 80's. Freesfyle saw a major dip in invalve-
ment during the late 1980's and early 80's and then bagan a slow climb that we shill see today,

During this lime as the split belween racing and freeslyle grew, so did the ideas on how fo promote
bigger and beller high level compelitions, Freaslyle, losing much of its geverning bodies and spensar-
ship during the down years was taken control of by the riders who pushed the limits of their abilities
both riding wise and promotional. Eventually this would see the involvement of ESPN with the X-Game
series (Maft Hoffman's Bicycle Stunt Series was bought out by ESPN), the Gravily Games of NBC,
Ieading right up to foday with the heavily promaoted Dew Action Sporfs Tour, which sirangely encugh,
"showcases” one BMX race a year, the UCI Supercross race in San Jose, even though if was BMX
racing that gave birth to the ofher disciplimes shown on fhe four. In 2006 the pro level of freesiyle is
once again a very préstigious and well known place to be and mos! local level competitions are held
either by riders or ramp-parks to promote the sport itself.

BMX racing on the other hand was always lefl lo “the sanclions” lo datermine the course of the spor.
This eventually led to a split in sanclioning bodies between the nbl and the aba. Af one point the nbl
under the lutelage of the [ate Bob Warnicke would work with ESPN o praduce the “Road o Glory”®
series, but this would fall to the wayside after Bob's passing. Had those early affempls al major televi-
sion coverage conlinved racing may have moved passed the point if began to stagnale al in the mid
90%s but if did not. Instead efforts were concentrated on moving racing inle being an Olympic sport. A
nable efforf fo be sure, buf with affiliation with UCI and USAC, organizations thal in my eyes do not rep-
resent what lies in the heart of most BMX'ers. The rebellious, fearless, non-conformist ideals thal
define what BMX ers are seem lo be shunled to the wayside in order lo “conform” fo whalever rules a
governing body deems fit for a sport that they had no hand in fostering the growth of. In short o me
those arganizations seem stuffy to & person with a BMX mindsel. How much manpower, money, effort
was pul inlo getfing BMX info the Olymples? That was lime that could have been spent pufling logether
8 package to present to nebworks, and major corporate sponsors. Unfortunately what is is and the real-
ity is that in 2008, BMX racing will be in the Beijing Qlympics. Parents thaf were sold on the hopes of
little Johnny 2 expert being in the games got the dose of reality thaf only about 4 riders, all pros, will be
gliending those games,

Things look bright though for the coverage of racing al the Olympics. If seems that NBC will be aflo-
caling prime fime coverage fo BMX racing and there is word that 2007 may 58& an increase in racing
on the Dew Tour, o prepare for that Olympic coverage. It seems that BMX racing is about to gef a
heavy mainsiream dose of major promation. It will be up to those who keep the local scene alive fo fake
advantage of this and make new riders and parents feel welcome. It will also be up fo us to keep the
people out of BMX who will look to make a quick buck off of it. With the generation of peaple who fos-
tered the growlh of this sport growing up and laking conlrol of if, it seems that a resurgence in the
popularity of racing is sure to happen.

My belief i thaf the Olympics will come and ga, 2008 in China, then BMX's second appearance in
2012 in London. After that I'm hoping it won't matter if racing is in the Qlympics. Al that point if should
have progressed lo the painf where the pros have their own "Dew Tour® and the young kids an their way
up all get to race under one nalional sanction whose only interest is to “promaote the growth of BMX
racing fo the next generation”.

The Qlympics are a ool we can use fo put back together the damaged house of BMX racing and begin
fo grow the sport back to the heydays of the §0's. The important piece of the puzzle though is to be
sure the ool is in the hand of those who know how o use it best,

Erett._ln 2007, BMXers will wear skin swifs,
and be sponsored by Kozx and Bawls..
What do va think?
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CJEMX 52

“The Lron Man Classic” ="

The refum of Easf Coast Madness fo
Howell Trophy Dashes on e comeback.
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Where to race

Page 7
in New Jersey
.1 cjbmx.org *55
FE[E!JS Rﬂ FHP .pa I"E h ehthmx.nrg =
Ch ristmas Contest njbrmx.org/hcbmhtml
Flemington has gof 8 more than

& race frack baby. Shols from the comp.
Fage &

ERTEMX

Franco Ferrino am:i'ag Danny Noffe

&5 b
Veterans D ay Race circa 7981 af Lawrenceville.
. . Thal's your rools guys. freesiyle
3" lalf trophies for the shredoers on the = )
day of rememberance. and racing. (Danny could jump ke 10
tires high back then,)
Fage 10
Coming in issue #8, aboirt .ol say Apal or $o. The Incline Club
BMX Invasion Comp 7 Location: -ﬂa‘s Locust rf;'ua;-m
The Jack Frost 07 at EHT :ﬂnﬁ' 732.901.7900
a N SkONCCOrm
Shields Round 2 Status:  Bikes atways allowed
News on the 07 racing Stale Senes Shieids S_t:? o
Maybe an interview . FEI'%&ME 0B8z2
hiome: . 1
and as usual.. g el FES
my crazy ﬂpmfﬂﬂ Status:  Bike howrs posied on websfte
Hackettstown Skatepark
Ohn the cover: Location: 13 West Route 57

Rolando Carbalio following the ofd Hyper ket e
racer gl the fron Man Classic. Status:  Bike houwrs posted on website

: : y Mackettstown, M oFEg0
Alaing Henderson jumping at EHT. @ Phone: 908,852 8155
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days after the state races worth

riding for. See ya in year 28.
The freaks af bs.net
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Hit up shieldsskyfepark.com for bike Hmes. S5P |
will be having another fammie comtest im March |
and [ will be hanging there. a1
Props to Shields for letting bikes in!
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cation skills are in the (18
bomber. Sorry to those ,
I couldn't i.d. hers, but
I got your pic inl
J really blew doors
this year and stepped
up BMX racing in NJ.
Bringing back the lron
L Man was a killer
ending to a great year.
_ Back to the roots for
the mew gen.
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loose again
and put on a
great show 3
for all the &5 &+
NE berm &
i blasters in
45 November.
— Vet Day puts
= the bookend
on another

year of
racing in 5J.

thelladies,
iskillz¥havely:
turnediup?a pames. |
Jnotch™and!
: EI'II:::'FJ
Jessica
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The Winners of
JRP’s Vet Day
Plates, kicking
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TOP 1O RO FF{}M L’E'Ff O 2icHT, 200N HAN
<LASSIC AND THE 716 OVER OFEMN CLASE
TALES FULIGHT,
(Everyone walked away folks)
NJ BMX 5zine Issue /. Thanks for stopping by. It's been real... Real fu

reaking fantastic. See ya in the spring with some skatepark fun and the beginning
of the 2007 State Series!

NJ Pride in eﬁect the shirt designs you see are available online at
http://www.cafepress.com/bs_netstuff ~More Styles To Come!~

NJ BMX 5zine / brokenspokes.net
Phone: /732.300.7936
Address: 461 Silverton Rd Brick, NJ 08723
email: rideon@brokenspokes.net
for up to the minute coverage of the NJ] Scene go to:
http://www.brokenspokes.net
If you care to contribute photos, stories, or anything contact us/!

njbmx szine @ brokenspokes.net
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