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EDIiTORIAL...
OVERALL RiPERS AND WATC"IN(':'
wHeEReE YOUR MULA GOES..

Racer, flatlander, park rider, vert rider, streel rider, dirt fumper.._plgeonholes, names we
use fo classify ourselves into different genres of BMX riders.
Now we all know that the mainstream media has pretty much accepled that “freestyle”
is the true definition of BMX with Dave Mirra being the poster boy. {No offense Dave,
it’s just sorfa worked oul that way.)
The reality is that we are one of the most diverse “sporis”™ on the planet. Nothing else
that falls under one heading can mean so0 many differant things, Basketball, basaball,
cycling, football speak of one of those to any one person and they have an immediate
vigw of whal yvou are talking abouf,
Menfion BMX...and the words, “yvea [ race”, *l jump®, “I hil the park®, “been doing some
flatland”, "got a half-pipe in the backyard”, “just in fram doing some rail grinds”, any of
these senlences can mean BMX to a rider.
The only drawback is that many just stick fo one of the disciplines.
In the early days of BMX, we were all about just riding. My friends and | would spend
the week cruising around fown, jumping, building jumps, then on the weekend if'd be
off to the track o see who can hold themselves fogether thal weekend,
When racing exploded in the mid 80°'s things got real heclic and | guess we all just got
burat aul. Al one point you could hil a lacal race avery night of the week and 4 imes
on the weekend.
MNeedless to say this began lo fake a foll on riders pysche as well as their money. Too
much of even a good thing can kill even the most devoted rider. It was aboul that time
that freestyle came into focus as an aspect of BMX in itself. Bul, just like racing it
became too much to support all the contests and egquipment that went with “riding”.
The bottom fell out and things cooled....big time.
It was during this éra from about 1932 o 1996 that BMX diverged into its major areas,
racimg, ramps, dirt and flatland. Specialization began fo be the norm. Flallander's bikes
no longer aven really resembile a BMX bike, race bikes just don't have the strength to
hold up to hardcore jumping and ramping.
I'd like to see even a slight return to the days of the overall rider. The dude..or dudetie
who can tear up the trails, hit a ramp, do some flaf, rip off the pegs and place decent at
the track on the weekend, This may take a rule change...(I'm not a fan of “clip” shoes)
but it would bring back more of the good lime aspéct of riding.

1 BIKE, NO CLIPS, ALL FUN.,

The return of the overall rider is coming, my bud from the early days of freesityle, Tom
Nieradka, was ABA District #1 in cruiser and 207, as well as a lop ramp rider and
decent flatlander. So it can be daone...

Little thing you should know abouf clips.
When you buy something, you are voling. You buy clips, you give money to a shoe
company that doesn't support BMX, you are in actuality voling for less BMX and more
road or MTE riding. Same holds frue for clothing and regular riding shoes. Fay atlen-
tion to where your greenbacks go...iIt's super imporiant spudlies.
Suppart rider owned companies and shops,
you're never foo young or old o pay atfention.

T s And now for a little visual enjoyment...fellas if your
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E Where to race
% in New Jersey

cjbmx.org
P ehtbmx.org

njbrmc.org/hcbmchtml

srrdon County BMX

Hunit

l The Incline Club !

Location: 585 Locust 5,
Lakewood, MJ o87on
Phone:  732.900.7900
wek: skftic.com
Status:  Bikes always allowed
Shiclds Ska
Location: 19 Royal Rd.

F&m:ﬂm M OBEz2
Phone: goll 788 nsd
we shicldsskatepark, com

Status:  Bike howrs posied on websfte

Hackettstown Skatepark

Location: 13 West Route 57
Hackettstown, NS 07840

Phone:  Of. 8528155

wel hackettstownskate. com

Stadus:  Bike hours posted o website
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iossibie. We crfnge at the phrasa "Weall that's the way [1's always been
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v Boon poadoafing that BMMX Bike Ffor over 26 yvooars, knowing paln, glory,
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“THE BIKE's NOT FOR SALE, FRANCIS... PART Two.." |

Quote from Pee Wee's Big Adventure, Story by Sl 7.

A T stared down at the braken Ink chain and thought abaut the proverdial plirase, you are anly 3s strong &

your weakest ink=1 realized at- that moment. that my weakest: ink had been broken, and my strongest: Ink, and my
invisible ink_all that: I had was In that bike. 1t gave me the courgge to see all the things [ dd not want to laok at:
In my erappy e, ofl the things In py e that made me hate school, teachers, the boss at the donut shop, the boys
that teased me, and all the peopke that: sakd | was wiehd. so, fob that moment. standing there. with my tamanind
swieets metting in my swieaty palm. | decided 1o 4o oh 3 mission. this time | was out for vengenace, hot blood be.
edust that sounds too mueh ke 3 Mambo movie, but mostly, for all the people that pame down oh me In my IFfe. 1
would show them that | wasn't 3 qurtter and that | was going o Nde higher, and faster, and never stop.

bt first, 1 had to get my bike back. whete wauld It bel | elased my eyes In 2 binding blanket of red r3ge: haw coukd
sombane do thistt! whytl this was the most unfair event In my Bfe. | knew that alot of kids hode thei bikes ot
forest pank. another hot spol In queens for Mders anhd wannabe's alike. that would be 3 good dedl If 1 could whing
somtone's ek and get my bike back. count to ten, don't get violent. | would try i was an foot and on the

~ tobe continvede.

Broke Off and Back
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